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zine, meet the eve of any gentle- 
paii who has mvich nnprofitable bog 
in his estate, atid iuduce hitn to ea- 
ter with spirit ir>to the piau of iil^- 
proving it, my rootives for makjog 
tbem will be answered : but shophl 
my observations pass unnoticed 
and unregarfled, I shall at least havje 
ihi? nalist'actioit of Jciiovvitig that I 
have attempted to do justice to a 
gentleman wliahai! dpne more to- 
wards the plan of improving wnsys 
bogs, tban all the €ommissigner;s un- 
der Khe authuriiy of i*arliament.\vith 
large salaries, have ypt dune. 

X. y. 



fields where J recoUected tohave form- 
erly seen norfaing but heath. lalsosaiy 
many thousands of trees standing on 
the steep banks of small valleys, 
where neither the plough nor the 
spade conW be profitably employed. 
On inquiring of. a gentlem^o, to 
whom these improvements belong- 
ed, I was told they were the pro- 
perty of Mr Verner, who bad a 
very large mountain estate in that 
country. 

I jjhall now conclude my remarks 
on the subject of this gentleman's 
improvements. Should they, through 
the channel of your useful Maga- 
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BIOCRAPHFCAt MEMOIR OF PHIt-IP 
S^AV^ESf StQ,, COMMANDANT OF 
THE SHIP .NISUS. 

IN selecting iiubjects for the Bio- 
graphical department of the 
Belfast Magazine, especial care has 
bewi taken to exclude .warriors. 
In the. present war-loving age, when 
d)e .energies of the people have been 
misdi^rected for 20 years, and their 
babiis too generally forflied m\ the 
Hiystein of continual and unceasing 
wm; it has t>een thought right that 
jtbe paxes of this work .should not 
nuiusier to this really ignoble pas- 
nioo, but by holding civil merit np 
to view, whether it .appeared in .inan 
or woman, to lead to the conit^mp - 
ialii'o of "the peaceful vartues;" 
In the .present instance, 'th»re fw ;an 
ai)>part;nt departure from tli«,ge!(uB- 
nl pla,n; but on fai^theriinspeotion, 
it is. hoped the excefjtion froQi t-he 
accustomed rule will not be found 
tio he real. Philip BeaVicr was a 
warrior by profession and by «oa- 
fleirt, but the energetic firmness 
which constituted the real merit 

BELFAST MAG. NO. LXVU. 



of his cljaracler, would have been 
jts coospicoo^sin the artisof pepce, jf 
bis situaUouJi^d placed biaiJtotallyout 
of .the military cl^ss As he is, b^- 
Devolence,.philaQtttropy,^nd a lov« 
of jusiire, joined with firmness, aitd 
the- grejaiest -persevertaqce, formed 
his disiipguiibing characteristics, 
an^ pr« deserving of imitation, at^d 
of their due pr<kit.e. 

It is tbe cbftracteristic qf true 
gF«atne^, ih<^t iit iis always its. ow^ 
eulu^st ; ^ndrio no instance is the 
tr^th of ^his obsorv^tioo inor£,clea)'* 
ly .eluicid^Md than by ilie iustance 
.h>$f'or« us ; .fiptr ih^ .greatast prai^ 
w.hiohcan b*s coiffgrced Kpon^^pT 
ttiin J3eaver, will lie lo ^'ec»iuni wit/h 
fidelity M>e *ari<»»s event* of ifeis 
life, .ar)d tbie ^pri^lit n>f>nnBr in 
Wihioh he c<iiiduciedrhinxs6tf iti^io!^ 
trying .situations wtiereiu it -w-as his 
lot feequently tO;b,e;p|^<:«d. Philip 
Beav«r.was the«on of U>^ Huv- Z)f, 
Beaver, ;» cjergymtao pf.the;e.stajt(li«lj- 
ed (^inrchjof j|ngla|id., 3r>d,rqotor^f 
St<tlfte<ich:Urch vn iQi^iWdAhitc, who 
diefl in (he prjine of tite, leaving vn 
narrow civitumstwces an amiable 
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vvirtow and a family of young chil- 
dren. At eleven years of age this 
son was placed under the protection 
of the late Adtniral Sir Joshua Eow- 
ley, with whom he remained until 
the close of the American war, and 
from whom he received a lieuten- 
ant's commission, which appoint- 
ment was confirmed by Lord Howe, 
when First Lord of the Admiralty, 
The peace of 1780 put him on 
shore ; and his character was soon 
afterwards foriped from an accident- 
al circumstance, the contemplation 
of which was ever afterwards a 
source of great pleasure to him. It 
•was bis good fortune to enjoy for a 
few days the society of some well in- 
foj-med persons ; and the difjerenee 
which he discovered between his 
Own ac<)uirements and "theirsi and 
the power which knowledge con- 
ferred, awakened in him a spirit of 
emulation ^nd research that enabled 
him to surmount all obstacles, fje 
applied himself during peace to the 
study of most of the European lan- 
guages, and by ' incessant applica- 
tion became at length a well inform- 
ed and accomplished gentleman. 
He visited the continent, and after 
travelling for some time, stopped 51 
Bourdeaux, where the illustrious 
Montesquieu had resided, whose 
works he had attentively studied, 
^nd whose lAemory be respected. 
He was very ipinuie in his inquiries 
respecting. this philosopher, and be- 
came apquainted with his habits of 
life and ' manners ; iavestjgatiohs 
which were qiways with him a fa- 
vourite pursuit. At this place he 
formed an acquaintance with the son 
of Montesquieu ; but his niind was 
too active to indulge long in literary 
rptirettwnt and leisure. Haying ac- 
quired knowledgp, he was anxious 
to put it to practical use ; and the 
first attempts of the great phiian- 
ihropists and friends of liberty in 
Gteat Britain to abolish-tbe unnatu- 



ral traffic in our fellow-creatures, 
aroused him to energy and exertion 
in that cause, and brought him at 
once to England, with a heart full 
of hopes and fond presages. His 
name must be enrolled with his fel- 
low-labourers in the same vineyard, 
with those distinguished benefactors 
of mankind, Sharpe and Clarkson. 
If Captain Beaver's efforts in Eng- 
land have not appeared so promi- 
nent as theirs, it was because his 
mind was directed to the shores of 
Africa, where he was desirous of 
raising, by a free people, the same 
articles of commerce that were in 
the West Indies .produced by the 
labour of slaves. From this he 
hoped mnch good might result, and 
concluded that avarice would be sa- 
tisfied to receive the same gain^-, 
without misery, that were acquired 
by ttie groans and sorrows of thou- 
sands of their fellow creatures. 
But in this he was mistaken: with, 
out a temptation of greater benefits, 
the slave dealer and the merchant 
were not to be charmed to rela» their 
hold. 

When that fleet was dismantled, 
which, pending the ditterencss be- 
tween Great Britain and Russia, re- 
lative to the possession of Oczakow, 
had been kept at Spithead during 
the summer of 1791, Mr. Beaver 
found himself without professional 
employment, young, and not in- 
cliued to be inactive. He preferred 
being fully and usefully employed, 
to lounging ab<iut the streets of Lon- 
don, and having formed many 
schemes which were not executed, 
he at length engaged with a lew 
gentlemen in attempting a settle, 
ment un the uninhabited island of 
Bulama,* near the mouth of the ri- 



* This island, called Buizm or Boulam 
in old'charte, has been invariably written 
Bolama by Mr. Beaver, at being most con- 
sonant to the proaunciation of the u»- 
tives. 
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ver Grande, on the western coast of 
Africa, m the 1 Uh degree of north 
latitude. Having advertised their 
plan, many subscribers were soon 
obtained; and, on April 13, Vi^l, 
(little more than three months after 
the commencement of the project,) 
tyvo hundred and seventy five coio- 
Biats, including men, women^ and 
children, left England, in three ves- 
sels, (the Calypso, Hmkey, and 
Beggar's Benison,) for the place of 
their destination. With such hasie 
and inexperience was this affair con- 
certed, that they illegally proceed- 
ed to form a constitution for the fu- 
ture regulation of the colony, with- 
out the approbation of Government. 
The motives, indeed, were highly 
creditable to the gentlemen con- 
cerned, and if their measures were 
irregular, they could not be attribu- 
ted to sedition; fur their sole objects 
were to purchase land in Africa from 
those who claimed a right to the 
soil, and not to take forcible posses- 
siofi of it; to try whether it could 
not be ctiltivated by' free natives, to 
induce the degradejd Africans to la- 
bour and industry, and to amelio- 
rate their condition by the introduc- 
tion of religion and letters. It will 
easily be supposed that a num- 
ber of colonists, who were hastily 
obtained from all quarters by means 
of public advertisements did not all 
enter into these sublime views ; and 
that the majority of them did not 
weigh llie.n«ture of the undertaking;, 
but en^taged in it vviih the hope of 
exchanging tdeir present ills for 
sopie happy region, beyond the At- 
lantic. Scarcely, however, were 
they embarked when discontenis 
arose; and iVIr. Beaver perceived 
that he had collected individuals 
whose character and conduct did 
noi augur success. In a journal 
*hich he kept from the time of leav- 
ing England to the Goal evacuation of 
>h« island of Bulama. he presents an 



interest iug account of the hardships 
and privations which he suffered. 
li ability, zeal, fortitude, and per- 
severance, were ever conspicuous, 
they were manifested in his conduct 
on this occasion ; and though the 
plan was unquestionably ill-concert- 
ed, and the series of events lament- 
ably disasirous, the object vvas laud- 
able, and the efjbrts of Mr. /ieaver 
were highly creditable to his pa- 
triotism and to his . heart. He has 
given so plain and unvarnished a 
tale, that we have no doubt of bis 
veracity, though bis hardships ami 
exertions appear to be almost incre- 
dible. The pictuted situation of 
Robinson Crusoe, on a desert island, 
is scarcely less melancholy and soul- 
depressing than vvas that of Mr. 
Beaver during the greatest part of 
his residence on the i.sland ol Bu- 
lama ; and his journal cannot he 
perused without a feeling of wonder 
that he siirvived to tell the tale. i\' 
colonization on the Western coast of 
Africa mtist be accompanied with 
such privations and afflicting circum- 
stances as he and the settlers whom 
be Conducted experienced, few will 
be disposed to make a second tri- 
al. 

It is the object, however, of this 
intrepid officer, while he details the 
sad history ol the Bulama expedition, 
to lessen the. practical impression 
which it is calculated to produce on 
the public mind, by explaining 
the cause of its failure j and by giv- 
ing such views of the country and 
the people as laay induce to make 
another experiment, with a similar 
intention, though with more efficient 
and wisely directed means. 

Soon after the colonists sailed, the 
Calypso parted company, and Mt. 
Beaver's laborious task commenced. 
From his JQurnal entitled "African 
iWemoranda," some extracts ghtril 
be given, in order that the reader 
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may be more fully acquainted with 
ihe benevolent and energetic firns- 
ness of this intrepitl character. 

" Jpril 20lh, ng'2. The win<I 
bad hithefto been very moderate, 
but it encreased so much, as to pro* 
d»M;e a sea which was very inconve- 
nient to those unaccustomed to it, 
and the consequence was, that most' 
of the laiidnun, afid all the Women, 
w%re sea-sick ; the Falter had been 
more than twenty-four hours with- 
out noufisiiment of any kind, and 
would have been so much ioiiger if 
1 had not undertaken to cook for 
them ; for some, who would have 
relieved thetn if able, were labour- 
ing under the same disease ; and the 
surgeon, whose more immediate duty 
it -was to attend to thetn, was wholly 
destitute of feeling ; be left to those, 
who had folly enough to feet, the 
charge of taking care of his patients ; 
tMs certainly was not a tery digni- 
fied employment, it was at least a 
useful one, and had I not undertaken 
it, these poor womed might! have 
sufifefed much from banger ere afcty 
othet would have relieved them. I 
had already been employed sinte our 
satlingin functions equally low, and 
therefore was in some degree pre- 
pared for it ; btitat time's' I was c'oiu- 
{>etisated for the meanness of these 
employ me iits, by the exercise of au- 
thority pertaining to more dignified 
potits, far I verily believe, that there 
is not an office or gradation of rank 
in naval service, from the admiral 
and commander-in-chief down to the 
jack of the bread-room, which I had 
not already exercised in this ship. 
The fact is, that to govern and main- 
tain order and regularity among 
a licentious rabble, without any 
iepal power, was an exceedingly 
dillicult task, and only to be accoDi- 
plished by exatnple. I soon per- 
ceived, that I must either give up 
the point, which threatened ruin 
to the undertaking, or accomplish -it 



by the constant exercise of unremit- 
ting exertions ; the latter was njost 
congenial to my mind, and there- 
fore there was no em^yment how- 
ever bemttle in the general opinion 
of the world, which I hesitated to 
undertake; but, having once done 
this, I ordered whom I pleased after- 
wards to perform the same duty, and 
the consequence was, that from the 
sailing of the expedition to the Bnal 
abandoning of the inland, I was ne* 
ver more cheerfully, willingly, nor 
implicitly obeyed » when armed with 
the authority of martial power, than 
I was by the isembers who were 
embarked in this undertaking. 

" We bad now been long enough 
together to enable me to form gome 
opinion of the probability of our 
success, from the general conduct 
and character'of the colonists. I had 
from the first conceived, that we bad 
great esertions to make, and many 
difficulties to overcome, before we 
could succeed in the establishment 
of a itew colony ; but at the same 
time thought, that the exertions of 
every individual being directed tu 
the same end, would eventually in- 
sure oar success; and ttot until I had 
been a Week at sea, with this moUey 
assemblage of unthinking mortal."', 
was I convinced that those hopes 
wfiicn rested on the disinterested 
energy of individuals, must be for 
ever given up : not that we had not 
any one on board the Hankey calcu- 
lated for the expedition we had un- 
dertaken; we certainly had some, 
but their number was small, very 
small indeed, when compered to all 
that were embarked. 

" Among some of those who had 
the direction of the enterprize, a 
constant attention to their own indi- 
vidual interest, and an entire ne- 
glect of that of the public ; among 
others of them, a total indilference 
to both ; and a general apathy in ait 
towards the adoption of such mea- 
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sures as woald contribute to our 
^access, left little ground fof hope ; 
added tu which, the general conduct 
of the subscribers wag not »uch as to 
afibrd to the labourers a» example of 
severe morality." 

Though the vessels were appoint- 
ed to rendezvous at Teneriffe, pre> 
viously to tiieir preeeeding for Bu- 
laiD3, the Calypso, which first ar- 
rived at the former island, did not 
wait for its companioas, but made 
alt baste to reach the latter ; and its 
Crew having imprudenUy taken for- 
cible possession of it, they were at- 
tacked by the Africans, and several 
of them were slain and made prison- 
er& When Mr, Beaver arrived, after 
an interesting voyage in the Hankey, 
he found the first detachment of 
settlers dispirited by ihia melancholy 
circumstance; and the nmjority of 
the adventurers soon resolved on 
abandoning the colony, in the Ca- 
lypso., He prevailed, however, on 
a part to persevere in their original 
intention ; and having made a pur- 
chase of the island of Bulama from 
the neighbouring kings, be took 
possession of it on July 19/ 1792, 
with only 9$ colonists, (besides 4 
seamen and a boy,) who bad unani- 
mously Voted him their president. 

Of the 275 persons who sailed from 
England, in order to settle on the 
island, there remained to him, after 
eleven months were elapsed, only 
three white and two black men, with 
two boys; who, together with three 
sailors, made the whole strength of 
the colony ! His own eKeitions 
w^re so severe and unremitting, that 
it is impossible to give an adequate 
idea of them, without transcribing 
more of his journal than would be 
convenient. When he saw the sf t- 
tlars almost daily falling sacrifices 
to the unhealtbin^ss «f the climate, 
and to despondency of mind, it is 
surpriaing that his own firmness re- 
mained unshaken ; and that he him- 



self fehoald have survived several 
attacks of fever with which he wa$ 
afflicted. A raemorandum, made 
on the day following his recovery 
from a severe illness, will show the 
character of the man, and his ar- 
dour in the enterprise which he con- 
ducted: 

" Friday, August nth, 1792. The 
three days preceding this, I have 
not been out of my bed. On the 
14ih, I was very ill, but not sup- 
posed to be in immediate danger; 
from the morning of the 15tb, I 
grew gradually worse, till about 
eight ia the evening, when my re- 
covery was absolutely despaired of- 

" 1 aiB ayrare that I shali be ac- 
cused of consummate vanity, for 
what I am np.w about to write: be 
it so, for 1 allow that even to the 
last moment of my recollection, 
when I absolotely thought that I 
was no longer for this world ; wheii: 
I was actually deprived of my speech, 
but not of my senses. I felt great 
consolation ia what I heard every 
one say of me ; for as no one con- 
ceived that I was sensible, or could 
possibly live an boor longer, they 
probably spoke only their real sen- 
timents. 

<' The people had crouded about 
the cabin-door all day, inquiring 
after my health, and showed great 
anxiety for my recovery. As the 
front of tho -cabin, from one side of 
the ship to the other, was one con- 
tinued window, 1 could hear every 
tiling that was said, but could not 
be seen, on account of a canvass 
screen round that part where my cot 
hung. Reader! if this should ever 
be seen by other eyes than my own,* 



* Mr. Beaver had not originally iotcDd- 
ed to piiblieh his journal, hut in tne latter 
part of the Bummer of 1802, pablit attra- 
tioA tn^ turaeni towards AfHca, iad th» 
utider tocretary of state r«qii««t*d Mr. 
Beaver's opinion oa the beet mode Of 
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call me vain if you please, for I do 
agsare you that I was exceedingly 
so, when I beard every individual 
speaking only my praise ; the breath 
of slander itself could not accuse 
roe of any one thing which I wished 
not the world to know : every one 
said, that I had killed myself by 
my exertions for their good; that 
labouring and exposing myself so 
much as I had done, no constitution 
cduld stand ; that now they must go 
heme, for, as they had lost me, 
tirere was no one left who could 
take care of them. 

«' Between seven and eight in the 
evening, 1 could no longer articu- 
late, but was seized with a raiiliiig 
in my throat, which I conceived to 
be a symptote of my iio very distant 
dissolution. 

♦• I can vsitb truth aver, that if, 
itr these moments, I had the least 
wish to live, it was to preserve this 
colony. Death ! if ihon never comest 
clothed in greater terrors, I shall 
ne'er be afraid to meet thee; for 
the happiest moments of my exist- 
ence were those, when I expected 
to cease to be. May my future life 
b6 such, as to enable' toe always to 
meet the^ thus! 

"About nine, I fell into a dose ; 
and did not awake until late next 
morning, the 16th, when I was out 
of danger; and am this day well 
enough to sit op a little." 

Immediately after the arrival of 
the colonists at Bulama, Mr. Beaver 
commenced his labours, by clear- 
ing the ground for the erectionf of 
a block-hunse. 

'• Wednesdiii), August '2'id. Know- 
ing the indolence of most of the 
colonists, and at the same time con- 
vinced of their interested disposi- 



opening a comnranicatioQ with, and of ex- 
ploring the interior ; the coDiequence was 
the publicatioo of the African M«mor- 
aodiu 



tion», for they have no idea of doing 
any one thing, unless the whole good 
promised by it centres in self, I 
think the only, or at any rate the 
surest and readiest, way to get a 
covering, or a house, for every indi- 
vidual, is by making every individ- 
ual interested in the same building. 
And as a block house is absolutely 
nece.ssary for our defence, I think it 
best to make the same building an- 
swer the double purpose of defence 
and dwelling. By these means, too, 
I shall have every one under my 
own eye; and, being collected in 
one body, we shall, of course, be 
much stronger than tf separated. 
I therefore intend to allot a single 
house, all of equal dimensions, to 
each subscriber, and one of another 
class of houses also of equal dimen- 
sions, to each married labourer, the 
single ones to occupy them by fours; 
and these houses shall be drawn fur 
by lot, that no one may complain 
of preference of situation, &c. But 
to encourage the industrious, those 
who work most shall have their 
houses covered first. 

" Was I, instead of building this 
block-house, to suffer every man to 
build a house for himself, the incon- 
veniences would be many. For in- 
stance, should- he chase an improper 
place, I cannot .uteifere. If it is an 
unhealthy spot, he will sa^', I am 
to inhabit it, and nut you ; if too 
distant, and I cannot protect him, 
he runs the risk, and not me ; if the 
house he is building be too small 
and too weak, be, only, will have 
tlirowu away his lime in erecting 
if, the im'onvenieuce will be hi*, 
and not mine; if the bouse be too 
large and too strong, some time will 
have been thrown away, he vvill 
have lost that time, and not me,; 
should be work but little, ami I re- 
proach him with idleness, be will 
say, if my house is uot finished in 
due time, I may be exposed to the 
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inclemency of the weather, but not 
you : thus should I for ever be an- 
swered, were I ever to interfere with 
the building of their private bouses. 
One man would be building' a draw- 
ing-room, while a much better 
would be content with a kitchen. 
If it be objected that these people 
will not act so ridiculously, that they 
will see the necessity of building 
and living close together for their 
mutual defence, and that they will 
sacrifice many little conveniences 
for the PUBLIC good, I answer to 
the former, that I have seen them, 
if possible, act more ridicuously ; 
the latter they none of tfaeiu compre- 
bend." 

To relieve the colonists in their 
severe labour, and to supply the de- 
ficiences occasioned by the ravages 
of mortality, Mr. Beaver hiied Gru- 
metas, or native African servants ; 
who were very useful in burning the 
wood, in clearing and inclosing the 
gri}uad intended to be planted, and 
in erecting the block house. 

A strong constitution, with a roind 
not easily depressed, nor easily di- 
verted from its purpose, had enabled 
Mr. Beaver to make exertions to 
whi<'h every individual was not 
equal. It required an intrepidity 
and firmness of character to keep the 
major part of the colonists within 
the bounds of decency and decorum. 
Many were dissipated, vicious cha- 
racters, and some of them most in- 
famous. A Memorandnra, dated 
December 18th, 1792, inserted on 
his recovering from a subsequent 
fever, will display his uncomfortable 
situation. 

"Continue to get better. A fine 
breeze from the N E. Peter and my 
man continue at work; but what is 
their work to what we have to do? 
It is like a drop of water compared 
with the ocean. Peter is weak, and 
Watson is not very strong. Died, 
and was buried, Joseph Riches. 



Myself well enough to walk about a 
little; the N.£. wind continued to 
blovir fresh all day, the thermometer 
in the moniing was 72, and has nbt 
risen higher than 77 ; in short, it has 
been the coolest and pleasantest day 
that I have yet experienced on tbe 
island. Its bracing coolness has aU 
most cored me, who have been frota 
day-light till dark exposed to it, white 
Our indolent sick have b^en pent o^ 
all day in their eating house, which 
has scarcely been cleaned since they 
came on shore, rather than exeH 
themselves so much as to go into thfs 
renovating air. In the evening, vtben 
we leave off work, Peter goes on 
board the cutter ; and my man and 
myself remain to defend the block- 
house ! 'tis well we are not attacked. 
Since the departure of Haihkey, I 
have had no one to speak to, no con- 
versation. I do not think it safe to 
show lights, and therefoi^ cannot 
read in the evening: indeed, my 
head at present' could not bear it ; <su 
that after we leave oiF work, I sit a- 
bout two hours alone in the dark,' in 
sullen deliberation on what we are 
to do on the morrow, artd then go to 
bed. How different this, froin the 
life I have been accustomed to ! 

"Since the first of this month, of 
19 tnen, 4 vi'omen, and 5 children, 
we have buried 9- men, 3 women, 
and I child, which is, except one, 
half of the whole colony. It is me- 
lancholy, no doubt, but many have 
absolutely died through fear. More 
courage, and greater exertions, I 
firmly believe, would have saved 
many of them ; but a lowitess of 
spirits, a general despondencj, seems 
to possess- every body, 'When taken 
ill, they lie down and say that tbtiy 
know they shaU die; and, what is 
very lemarkable, I have never yet 
known one to recover, after having 
in such a manner given hitnself up. 
Miich of the naortality may be at- 
tributed to the aocommoTvdepressioa 
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«f ipiritts, vhich our situatba po- 
duced w tbe miitds of the colouisu ; 
and I verily beliere, that I MioifU 
b»Te died too, ^f I tad ever sa£f«r£d 
my miitd U> be ao subdued." 

The neighbouring tribes of motives 
Fre^ueKtly visiied the Bukwa set- 
Ucunjent. The By<>gas were very fe- 
ro«ou8,iin4^ it not beeoi'ora 
belief that Mr- JBeaver possessed in 
Wi Wfloomnwudegree a power, which 
tftey a^ribe to all white,mfln,«f ^jcr- 
fermiag niiracles. th? li<v«s of tbe 
cotlonipiis wosld jaave been ip imni- 
neat danger. 

tb^eveiiHtgi^t the rwjuesi ««f Bell- 
cbore,''^ we iired severaj fitx pound 
«b«t to 'varioBs direqtions, ip the 
gcpAt adoairation of the Bg«gas. par- 
ticularly '.one, ^hich I had toM 
them, before it was fired, sbowlid 
vcHne «Qt «f the water ibiur ^r 
£«« iiRt«s. }t did so (D fact *cyioa 
»in>0s ; and tbey «ll ^e^ciaia^d, ciap- 
pipg their ^bands, "all white main 
witch ;" this, wnple 9s it »jpf>ears to 
v$. they ^eottld b-y :Bo means ,c«iiif>re- 
head, and tbo«ght that nothing 
sbort ^r witboraft conid possibly 
foresee thxt a shot fired into the wa- 
ter ishonidtceme out of it agaio four 
or five times. Anotber shot, they 
wenetold, should go tbraugh a tre<e, 
distant 1 suppose «i«t Siore titan 200 
yurda. It went ftbruogb its icentre, 
and tbey were all astonishment; 
hstt wb«t seemed t« stupify them 
widi vrottder, was the accidental 
cit!cinnft8«ceinf>itiy sitting opo« one 
«f these «ix'pouader8 while it was 
iired. 

*' iamuted JJellobore and bis peo- 
ple, as well .as myself, in .showing 
tlwim many tbiitgs which rivetted 
their faith <iu 'my magic power, and 
wrhid) sthey at last believedto he un- 
limitttd. 



• Xhe Uiigof the Silifgas, 



" I made them remark the north 
qioint of juy cireomfereoier, and 
then .desiring them .to turn it several 
times round, or pot it in any other 
position, observe tbat tbey bad not 
the power of moving that point, be- 
cause I bad ordered it to remain 
where it was. They saw that it 
was 80, and «ouId not comj^rehend 
w.by it was, unless by my power, 
.lixed to that point. The bubble, in 
th^ spirit-level of my theodolite, they 
thought alive; and the distinctness 
with which tbey viewed distant ob'> 
jects, through a good telescope, en- 
creased their behef in my magic. 
But there was oue thing yet to show 
them, which would fully' convince 
them ,tha,t nothing was to oie im- 
possible. It was near noon, and ■! 
was regulating my watcb by tbe sun. 
The watch bad for some time 
taken up their attention, which tbey 
thought, as well as the spirit level, 
was alive ; .particularly after (fur at 
first they would not believe that the 
minute hand bitd irootion, which is 
too slow to be readily .perceived By 
the ey*,) J had made one of them 
hold a pin five minutes before the 
minute-hand, and then ■explained to 
him, that in a certain time that hamt 
would go to the jp\n, and then pa^a 
it ; for instance, whilst another 
walked to a certain tree, and back 
again. This ihey all perceived ; 
.but wonderful as it was to them, it 
ceased instantly., as well as every 
thing else, to occupy any of their 
attention, when Iplay-qd ofif my last 
trick. With my quailrant I brought 
the sun down upon the top of ilie 
block house, and then dedred JBell- 
chore to Jook at it, which he did, 
and then, one after another, all his 
.people; when, placing one of bis 
men before me, I told bim that I 
would put the son .upon his bead. 
The poor Pijijga at first was very 
mucb frightened, and unwilling to 
stand where i desired him ; jbut, on 
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my repeated assurances that no harni 
shoald come to him, he consented, 
and I shewed to his astonished coun- 
trymen the sun upon his head. 
- "In the evening Bellcbore left me. 
He had been much struck with the 
ilrength and magnitude of our build- 
ing, and will never hereafter, I am 
coiifiijenl, attempt any thing a'jainst 
Us. Besides, what can he expect to 
achieve against a man who can sit 
upon a cannon "against which there 
is no gris-j-ris"* while it is fired ; 
and can put the sun upon another 
roan's head ? 

*' May ]Oth, Forsometimepasta wnh- 
deriul stupidity seems to havepos-iess- 
e<l all the colonists, except Mr. Scoit. 
Whether it arises from sickness, or 
from fear, or from both, 1 cannot tell ; 
but the fact is evident ; their minds, 
if ever they had any, are annihilat- 
ed. It is very strange, but not the 
less true, that the memory of eveiry 
individual, Mr. Scott excepted, is 
exceedinjrty impaired, in some to 
»uch a degree as to render them al- 
most ideots. 

"Sunday, ]2lh. Read prayers. 
Served fowls to the colonists. In the 
evening exercised great gons and 
small arms ; and played the conjur- 
or to my Biatara friends f 

Whiie Mr Beaver wasthus employ- 
ed at Buiaina, the war broke out be- 
tween England and France, and he 
received a summons to attend his du- 
ty as a lieutenant in the navy. His 
teelings on this occasion will be best 



* .Sentences of the Koran neatly sewed 
up ill leather, or cloth, and attached to the 
iitck, artr.s, wrist, Or aucies of the people, 
who firnilj' believe in the efficacy of their 
virtue, li, by good fortune, any one 
wearing these charms should accidentally 
escape any misfortune or evil, which seem- 
ed almost inevitable, it would b? attribut- 
ed to the virtue of his gri«-gri». 

f The BvifiTi nation are much more 
{)«ice;ible than the Bijuga. 

B£L[ AiiT MAG. .NU. LJCVtl. 



understood by extracting from bis 
Memoranda the ansvi^'r he returned 
to Sir Philip Stephens, then Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty. 

" Wednesday, July 24/A. Wea- 
ther variable. Employment and 
sick as before. Wrote to the trus- 
tees. Although no earthly consi- 
deration would have induced me to 
have placed myself in my present 
situation, could I have foreseen, on 
Our leaving England, that we were 
so near a war, or even that there was 
a distant probit>ility of one ; yet, 
being here, 1 cannot leave it. Had, 
I say, war been Foreseen, I had ne- 
ver been here ; unl although i have 
every thing to expect — promotion, 
wealth, honour — by immediately 
joining my profession ; nay, though 
by the condition of mv' have of ab- 
sence by the Admiralty, I am 
obliged to do so within six months 
after being so required by the Ga- 
zelle, which time is now elapsed, 
yet I cannot do it,* How can I go } 
h' I take every body with me I aban- 
don the colony xvhen there is no ne- 
cessity for so doing ; I deceive those 
who placed tbenii-elves under mj' care; 
I betray the subscribers at home ; I 
betray the interests of humanity. 
It is true I am under no written ob- 
ligation ; I receive no pay ; 1 receive 
no support; I have no master; true ; 
but 1 kel that I ought to stay, and 
fherefore, be the consequences witat 
they may, here will I retnain. 
Should 1 go, and leave the colonists, 
they wouiil all be killed ; they cfwhl 
not esLst wrthoutme. iShonld'I'iioV 
in that case, besides desertion, b«s 
guilty of murtkr ? What do 1 cit 
by remaining here ? Nothing. Ye», 



" • My half-pay was consequently stop^ 
ped, not for the time that t was m Afika 
only, but for the six mouths prgcedid^, 
whu:h I have nevej sihce received." 
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I do; the satisfaction of feeling that 
I act a!> I ought to do. I have there* 
fore written to the Admiralty the fol- 
lowing letter: 

"Islan4o/ Bulama.My^ith, 1793. 
"Sir, 

" I have to request that you will be 
pleased to inform their JLordships, 
that, by a vessel which arrived here 
on the 22d inst.,I was informed that 
all half-pay officers have been order- 
ed, through the medium of the Ga- 
zette, to return to England : also to 
inform them that I have here the 
direction of a small colony, whose 
very existence depends upon my 
presence, ff I disobey their Lord- 
skip's orders in the Gazette, I know 
thai I am liable to lose my commisf 
sum ; and tf J obey tt, I never deservr 
tdone. 

" I hope their Lordships will ob- 
serve the peculiar difficulty of my 
situation, and give roe credit when I 
aver that the lung has not an officer 
inore attached to him, his country, 
and constitution, than myself; that 
it is with the greatest regret I find 
myself obliged to be absent from 
the fleet in the time of war ; and 
that I shall embrace the first oppor- 
tlinttj; of joining my profession, 
"J have the honor to be Sir, 

"Yjjiir roost obedient and very 
hqoible servant. 

" P. Beavbr. 
«' Ta Phi(gt Stephens, Esq." 

Sdch^ situations as this are the tests 
of true greatness of character. That 
man in whom principle and duty 
«atweigh the allureibents of wealth 
and honour, becomes a beacon, whose 
light will guide many through the 
crooked paths of servility and base- 
ness ; and never was n light of this 
kind more vivid than that which was 
reflected from the boSom of Captain 
B«arer. 

A curious trait of the haniaa mind 



is exhibited in the fear and despon- 
dency which seized the minds of 
the colonists when they became 
alarmed lest they should not sur- 
vive to visit their native coun- 
try. 

" Friday, Oct. 1 1tk, 1793. It has 
before been observed that sickness, 
fear, and despondency, have had 
strange efiects upon the minds of 
the colonists: indeed they are at 
this moment, every one of them, 
almost ideoJs; their mental faculties 
seem entirely worn out; Ittss of me- 
mory, or difficulty of recollection, 
with which they are all more or less 
affected, I have been accustomed to 
think they had in some degree really 
feigned ; and bad attributed to in- 
dolence, in a great measure, their 
frequent omission of doing things 
which they had been ordered to do, 
and which was always excused by 
"I really forgot, Sir;" but to-day 
I have had two remarkable instances 
of the total failure of memory in Mr. 
Hood and Peter Hayles. The for- 
mer thought he was well enough to 
do a little work, arid begged I would 
give him something to do. I accord- 
ingly lined a post for him to square, 
part of which he did square, and 
then eat his dinner ; went to work 
again on the post, lef^ off, lay down 
and took a nap, awoke and came in- 
to the square about an hour after- 
wards, that is, about five o'clock. I 
I asked him bow he proceeded with 
the pok, and if he felt himself at 
all fatigued ? He asked what post > 
"The post I lined for you to square 
in the morning," I replied. " I do 
not recollect your lining any post," 
said he. " Who then lined the post 
that you have been squaring to- 
day?" I asked. "I have not beert 
squaring any post to-day," was his 
reply. " Why, what have you been 
working at then ?" I asked. "I have 
not been at any work to- day," was 
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tfie answer. I took l,his mm to the 
prist where he had squared it, and 
yet eouid not convipce him that it 
had been done by hioa this very day: 
be remembered nothing at all of the 
matter. This seems almost incre^ 
dible, but it is every word true ; ai»c| 
lam thoroughly convinced, that the. 
want of recollectipn was pot feigned, 
for Mr. Hood is a rpan of veracity, 
and a good, quiet, harding-worjiing 
man, always willing to dy whatever 
is in bis power. 

" The other irjstapce wasiji Peter 
Hayles. A new catipe, just finiahf4. 
stopped here in her way from 4ie 
gio Grande to. Bissao. 1 thought it 
was the largest I liad seen in, thj^j 
country , and therefore after diii n,er 
gave Peter Hayles ray ru|e, and de, 
sired him to go down on the b«aq}i 
and measure this Ijoat, that, is, .t@, 
bring to me its lepgtJi, brejjd^h, .and 
depth. He leift me about .tKree 
o'clocfc, and had to vva!k;?,bout thy-ee 
miautes to the boat. J /saw nothing 
of him again.-tilj near 8,iii,n-_set.: Jjie 
bad been warideriog- along th.e;t>each 
aHa^iiat time, liis tnigd ijotally unecT 
cupiad. " ^Vel!, Pefer, Wihftrie ;?ire 
tfte dimensions o^f the boat, , and wjjy 
did you not bring them to ine soon- 
er ?" said I. ": Wh^t boat, .Sir. ? 
what ditpensions ?" said he. . 'fTih'e 
caaoe that I sent yoa: dpwi> to Bjea- 
sure/' I replied. ; " You neyer _4enit 
me to measure any canoe," h^ an 
swered, "What, bav.e you then not 
iDeatiired the canoe ?" J us^ed? 
"No," was the answer. " |^or what 
purpose, then, did I .give you my 
rule ?" " You , newer gst^e flae any 
rule. Sir." _ " Feel in your pocket," 
said I. The role Wb'S therfe, but 
Haylfcs had uo idea how.it caig)^ 
there, nor the most distant recollec- 
tion *fMjy having giveiBst it^him. 

'' I fear thatwhsit J tiaive:.wriiten 
Witt fiot be hejieved ; ioi? sven to «e 
it, appears incredibly; it ,is, .oevsr- 
iheiuls, ttery word true. How is it 



to be accounted for? ; I .hav.elba^ 
sickness as well as others, roore be- 
d.ily exenion than any other indi- 
vidual, and more mental exertiou 
than all of thetn put together ; and 
yet I am the only person in the co- 
lony whose memory is totally nnini- 
paired. It is true, I hate never 
iaeen afraid, while every other per- 
spu has lived in fear and trembling 
for-these last eleven months. Whe- 
ther or pot fear can produce sucfi 
effects, I shall leave to. the physi- 
cian and to the philosopher. to ^ter- 
minp. The fact is jas I stateiit 
'" JBeforg the boy HodgeWngon 
loft me, be has frequeDtlyi whett 
sept witji a message across the scpiM*. 
retarijied more than oace to aSk what- 
_h.e w:as sent f&r, incapable of jreiain, 
ing what tad been committed to 
his memory fbr that short distance. 

"■Notie^fhir 2]u, 1T83.- An in- 
staniCfi owuirred to-day> of jisbBciw 
lity o;f ,$)iiad; jn one of the coioni8t»; 
that, %ccv8tonied aS I base been to 
ob?erye repeated prsjofs of it ia theai 
all, perfectly astonished tfie. ' We 
h^ve oipy half, aia4 quar'ter, mi- 
nute sand glasses, by whtck to beif* 
tile log, .for the |kttrpQse Gtliee^iig 
the vessel's wiy, and asoerjaiaij% 
its gaiitioja. Most of these. pi» da- 
maged by .the rain, ajii witl Hot ran. 
I wa^.thergfoJ-e obliged toopen ilietM, 
dry the mnif and, when replaced, 
aspertajn ihe'Buniber of sf cwjds that 
emh jviwid. ruii. My watch bad 
np. seoofld-hand, neither had amy 
o^tl^r o.n the irtaad, bat I thoi:^h,t 
this might be done by means of the 
» jbraiie* of a jw nd u 1 urn, which, 
when fixed, Dowlah w.as desired tu 
C0Qt)t but louil, while I Watched' the 
rttojjing of the sand. Be went on 
to eleven, and there stopped. I 
was surprised," bat desirey him to 
begin again; He atcain counted w el4>? 
veo,attd sto(;ped. 1 asked 'Wi» why ha 
did not go Kti?, He said h^ eotfW 
not count any farther^ ■< Try/' said 
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laidl; "*ftfer eleven conies twelve, 
then thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen, 
wliich is as far as I want you to go, 
as it ' is oply a quarter of' a tnintite 
grass that I am trying." He began 
again, aqd again, bui never ciJliid 
getbi^yotid plt^B. Count ihe^ to 
ten, sairff, and then "b^fein atone, 
aiid conht" ijp agiajh :' . this I could 
nnt get the tdiot^o^ij, He could not 
ciirtjji^hehd'it, and'air^ that I Cijuld 
get Irfcto him Was,^*' (hat b'e ofite,\n 
SWtUrnd, gi)t a littlij tearhitjg, but 
mi'He Had forget it a I &|;^ih ; he 
did noi^ki|idvY ndw, it was,' butjjo jt 
M*ig; that he Ihtad Forgot it ^11 ag^in." 
Idltfi^dible as this mSy appear, tvei'y 
person on the i^ahdcaH vou<i6' for 
it, anil I was obliged to ;get snotber 
pfefsfftfid count the v'ibifaiions. ' This 
nkn is a Lascar, but hak'btejn, since 
biff J'dtttti, inr Englfjnd." 

Atf^ngtb; the number of settlers 
being riedtfced to six, of Whotn three 
wire tlli and oile lamfe, Kfr, Beaver 
v»^s oblfged feyifel^ to their deter- 
a^l^atidtt ta t^mithe i^|siod, aft6r the 
blocK-hobs6 had beeti jiortsVi'uAed, 
and neiirly fift^eti, acres of grbiincl 
WeW cleared and Wiclosed. 

The obstacles and the unforeseen 
difficulties wljJclj he had to enc6un> 
ter in his att^mfat to accqntpltsh the 
plart ' 'bP cotohization, would have 
brbke a spirit less Enthusiastic, or 
lest devoted to iitof)ject; but hisar* 
d6ur rose with opposing circumstan- 
ces, aad his iniira w^s so fruitful in 
eilpedietrts, that iie' had almost aU 
\iraya tl remedy at hand as soon as at( 



ef il presented itself: all that a sinsle 
hptn^in being could accoinpllsh in nis 
situation was done. After having, 
by his vailour and foctltude as the 
Cbvernor of the colony, endeared 
h^niseff Co the "few remaining inba- 
bitaiits, having biirief} .sixty of his 
compaiiipiis with his own hands ; like 
Odarle's at' Bender, he refused to quit 
h'is post until the last extretnity- 
whidn measure he at jehglh adopted, 
after a cbntest of two years, with t^e 
sorroyys and discoi^tentp of' the cp* 
idpisl^. tbJB attacks ojf the savages, 
ahd t^ie deadly malignity pf the cli- 
maiCf'' '• "■ ■ 

'On bis departure f^pm Biilara^, he 
inltke's/the fotiowing Mel^ofandpm. 

■'«l?rjdiiy, Jfo»e»*6^ 1733.' I 

njiist ii6nli^ss that in ^Lmng out Clothe 
hiii'bour li feel a greatr^uctanceat 
being 9t)liged to abandon a ^po( 
w^hic'l!''! Mve certaihfy v^ry iqnch 
iniji>r(>v^djj|h(| to see airily eyerii9.as, 
niy c^x^i and anxieties for f he ^titciceas 
of ihis infant cdloiiy,. entirely tbrowa 
a^iy' lEbit, at the sarne ttme« I'flo 
fd^j an honest cbnsciousqe^, tl^al 
ey^i'V thing thatcoul^ W r^sonably 
ex[p)fectfi'd from me, iks been done, 
to- SeicutC!, ^hough without success, 
it's estafejishment.'' 

^Ijitr, Beaver arriwd at Sierr^ Leone 
virttU a jingle companion of his mis- 
forttiiies, with whom lie embaiiked 
for "England, and arrived at Ply- 
mouib oni the i7th of l^s^y, 179t, 
after an absence of little more thaa 
two years, 

(To be cmtiauett-) 



DETACHED ANECDOTES AND 0K1BRVA3^0I«S, 



GAKRICKiS bIKBCTIONS TO PREACHERS. 

Tf^HEN Dr. Stonehouse, who was 

'" one of the most correct and 

eloquent preachers in the kingdom. 



first entered ii^tp dnJe^s, h^ propt^r^il 
b^ his acquaihtaiice with d^rrk^k, 
some Tafuable initructiona in elocu< 
tioa. Being obce engaged to read 



